









Latin American communication research has a long history of considering communication as a participa-
tory and horizontal process. However, this research is not necessarily widely known in the West. This 
paper analyzes the work of some of the main foundational and contemporary communication scholars 
from Latin America, and the contributions and limitations of this body of work in relation to global com-
munication. This paper draws mainly from the work of foundational and contemporary scholars from Lat-
in America. To a lesser extent, it draws from the work of scholars from other countries from the West and 
the Global South that can inform the understanding of communication research in Latin America. An ex-
ploration of the main work and thought of some of the foundational Latin American communication 
scholars indicates that most of this literature has focused on empirical contributions, assessing, question-
ing, re-contextualizing and adapting the theories from the West to the local settings, and that less empha-
sis has been placed on generating unique theoretical concepts and frameworks emerging from the region. 
However, a review of the work of some contemporary scholars from Latin America – especially the ones 
focusing on participation, decoloniality and the conceptualization of the margins – suggests that there 
could be a shift in the focus of Latin American communication research, and the contributions that it 
could have to the theory and practice of global communication. The analysis of the literature indicates 
that the work of some of the contemporary Latin American scholars focusing on decoloniality and the 
conceptualization of the margins could contribute to build theoretical work emerging from the region and, 
in this way, help increase, re-value, and distribute the literature making unique theoretical contributions to 
the study of communication from Latin America. This work could have important theoretical and empiri-
cal contributions to communication research in Latin America and beyond. Future research in the region 
should take these considerations into account, while also studying the possibilities and limitations of 
emerging information technologies in different contexts.		
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had	 been	 historically	 dispossessed	 of	 their	 voices,	 thereby	 sidelined	 to	 the	margins	 of	 dominant	platforms	for	participation,	knowledge	production	and	decision	making.			 This	process	did	not	only	contribute	 to	my	academic	growth	and	 to	my	own	understanding	of	the	practice	of	communication;	perhaps	even	more	importantly,	it	made	me	consider	my	own	posi-tionality	as	an	aspiring	Latin	American	communication	researcher.	It	made	me	question	my	current	work	and	the	path	I	want	to	take	with	it.	During	this	time,	I	could	not	help	noticing	the	irony	of	the	fact	that	I	was	learning	about	the	work	that	is	currently	being	done	in	my	own	country	and	region	of	origin	while	I	was	living	and	studying	abroad.	How	is	it	possible	that	this	is	the	first	time	I	am	hear-
ing	about	the	work	done	in	Latin	America	by	Latin	American	scholars	and	communication	practition-
ers?	What	are	the	internal	and	external	factors	that	have	resulted	in	my	ignorance	about	these	topics	




contemporary	work	around	Decoloniality	and	the	conceptualization	of	the	margins	can	contribute	to	build	 theoretical	work	emerging	 from	the	region	and,	 in	 this	way,	broaden	 the	 limited	body	of	literature	from	Latin	America	making	unique	theoretical	contributions	to	communication	research	(Waisbord,	2014,	p.	12).			 With	this	paper,	I	also	embark	on	a	process	of	self-reflexivity	that	could	help	inform	and	shape	my	 current	 and	 future	 work,	 which	 is	 partially	 motivated	 by	 the	 eagerness	 of	 contributing	 to	change	the	way	 in	which	Latin	American	communication	research	 is	seen,	 taught	and	understood	inside	and	outside	the	region.		
The	Latin	American	Tradition	




education	(Prieto	Castillo,	2016);	and	Luis	Ramiro	Beltrán,	whose	main	contributions	particularly	built	 upon	 the	 work	 of	 communication	 for	 development,	 and	 focused	 on	 the	 democratization	 of	communication	and	on	communication	for	development	(Infoamérica,	2016;	Marín,	2012;	Rogers,	1976).			 Another	body	of	foundational	Latin	American	communication	research	has	focused	on	the	analy-sis	of	cultural	formations	and	processes.	Paying	close	attention	to	the	political	and	cultural	uses	of	the	media,	this	work	focuses	more	on	considerations	around	the	processes	of	communication	than	on	the	analysis	of	media	texts	(Waisbord,	2014,	p.	3,7-8).	Grounded	in	a	cross-disciplinary	analysis	around	mass	communication	and	social	theory,	and	based	on	topics	such	as	media	industries,	cul-tural	dynamics	and	media	policies,	this	body	of	work	was	influenced	by	critical	approaches	and	tra-ditions	from	the	West,	and	by	the	thought	of	Antonio	Pasquali	(Infoamérica,	2016),	particularly	by	his	analysis	of	the	relation	between	communication	and	the	cultural	and	political	structure	of	socie-ty;	and	by	his	distinction	between	information,	characterized	by	unidirectionality,	and	communica-tion,	which	entails	reciprocity	(Infoamérica,	2016;	Martín-Barbero,	2008).			 Three	of	 the	main	 foundational	 scholars	working	 along	 these	 lines	 are	Néstor	García-Canclini,	whose	work	on	hybrid	cultures	and	complex	dynamics	of	cultural	traditions	contributed	to	the	un-derstanding	of	global	communication;	Armand	Mattelart,	whose	work	on	media	messages	and	ide-ology	contributed	to	the	analysis	of	the	unequal	process	of	message	production	in	society	(Martín-Barbero,	 2008;	Mattelart,	 1996);	 and	 Jesús	Martín-Barbero,	who	 contributed	 to	 rethink	 the	 rela-tionships	between	communication,	media	and	culture,	understanding	communication	as	a	process	of	mediations	and	arguing	that,	rather	than	the	analysis	of	media	texts,	the	study	of	communication	should	 focus	 on	 the	 contexts	 and	 processes	 where	 people	 develop	 a	 sense	 of	 self	 and	 common	bonds,	and	appropriate	and	re-signify	media	messages	(Martin-Barbero,	1993;	Infoamérica,	2016;	Marín,	 2012;	 Waisbord,	 2014).	 Their	 contributions	 influenced	 Latin	 American	 scholars	 such	 as	Guillermo	Orozco	Gómez	and	his	work	on	reception	studies	and	audiovisual	literacy	(Infoamérica,	2016).	However,	once	again,	the	important	contributions	of	these	authors	were	not	present	in	my	undergraduate	curriculum,	even	though	I	took	three	courses	specifically	focusing	on	critical	cultur-al	studies.			 In	 the	 following	sections	 I	explore	how	the	work	of	contemporary	Latin	American	scholars	 fo-cusing	on	theories	of	decoloniality	and	the	conceptualization	of	 the	margins	could	help	us	under-stand	why	Latin	American	authors	have	not	been	included	enough	in	communication	studies	both	inside	 and	 outside	 the	 region.	 In	 addition,	 I	 analyze	 how	 theories	 of	 decoloniality	 could	 begin	 to	generate	unique	theories	emerging	from	the	local	knowledge	while	simultaneously	informing	em-pirical	research	designs	within	its	specific	context.			
Decoloniality	and	the	Margins	

















	My	positionality	within	the	subject	matter	makes	it	impossible	for	me	to	distance	myself	from	the	topic	of	this	paper.	As	an	aspiring	Latin	American	communication	scholar,	I	feel	that	the	exploration	of	contemporary	communication	research	in	the	region	would	not	be	complete	without	the	follow-ing	self-reflexive	considerations.			 Writing	 this	 paper	 was	 a	 difficult	 endeavor	 for	 me,	 not	 only	 because	 most	 of	 the	 previous	knowledge	on	communication	I	had	been	exposed	to	came	from	the	West	and	I	made	a	conscious	effort	to	mainly	draw	upon	the	contributions	of	Latin	American	scholars	for	this	work,	but	also	be-cause	 it	 signified	 a	 process	 of	 self-reflexivity	 in	 which	 I	 have	 arrived	 to	 some	 sad	 observations.	However,	 I	have	also	 realized	 that	 the	 theories	of	 intersectionality	 (Crenshaw,	1989,	1991)	could	offer	a	possible	avenue	to	look	for	solutions.			 The	term	intersectionality	was	first	introduced	by	the	critical	scholar	Kimberlé	Crenshaw	(Unit-ed	 States,	 1959)	 in	her	 text	Demarginalizing	the	Intersection	of	Race	and	Sex:	A	Black	Feminist	Cri-
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